May 2015

President’s Message
It is 43 degrees as I write this. Earlier
today, when the winds were 19 mph, my
phone said, “Feels like 31.” But time
marches on, and Summer is said to follow
Spring, even this one. So in three weeks,
on May 22, the 777 pool and deck will
officially open.
Changes to the deck will be subtle; there’s
no new furniture, no new cushions. But
the furniture has been power-washed
and looks great. In addition, there will
be several newly constructed planters,
both under the trellises and next to the
staircase on the north side of the deck.
Most importantly, there will be new
plantings. While we had hoped last year
that the trees by the pool might recover
from the nuclear winter of 2013-14, they
never did. So we’ll have four new trees
by the pool, along with new bushes by
the stairs. And there will be new annual
plantings that, we hope, will make the
pool deck a bit brighter, more colorful.
If the weather ever cooperates, the pool
deck should again provide a welcome
respite from city life. When you’re on the
roof, it’s hard not to feel lucky to have

this unique space at our disposal. With
that privilege comes the responsibility of
using the roof in a way that maximizes
the enjoyment of all residents. Full sets of
777’s Rules for the pool deck and grills
are in the newsletter.
Here are a few reminders.
1. Glass. Glass is never permitted
on the pool deck. Ever. Under any
circumstances. It’s dangerous, no
matter how careful you may be.
2. Food. Neither is food permitted. No
snacks, no chips, no hot dogs, no
pizzas. Nothing. The Avenue Room and
the small room on the south wall of
the roof deck are the only exceptions.
3. Drink. Adult beverages are permitted in
plastic glasses or cups. But there can
be no coolers, and your six-packs are
not to be stored in the Avenue Room
refrigerator. So if you want multiple
drinks, you will have to make multiple
trips to your apartment.
4. Avenue Room. You can, of course,
store your drinks in the Avenue Room
refrigerator if you rent the Avenue
Room for your exclusive use. Likewise,
you can use the Avenue Room stove
and oven, but only if you rent the room.
Rental availability in the summer

months is curtailed substantially,
however, so that all residents can use
the room whenever they please, to eat
a meal or get out of the sun.
5. Parties. You may entertain no more
than four guests at a time on the roof;
music can be played only through
headphones. Imagine that you were
reading a book while lying in the sun.
If you wouldn’t want to be seated next
to your party, you need to modify your
behavior.
6. Grilling. They are not first come, first
served. They must be reserved through
the front desk. And you may not leave
them unattended while in use.
7. Smoking is permitted only in the
designated area on the west side of
the roof deck.
It may seem like a lot of rules, but it’s just
common sense. Indeed, there are only
two principles at work here: have fun and
be courteous, so your neighbor can have
fun, too.
See you upstairs soon.

Greg Hopp

Light Fixtures Looking for a New Home
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If you would like to have one or more of the light fixtures currently being replaced in our hallways please
let the Management Office know and they will be able to provide them to you at no cost.

Tidbits

Emma and Ricardo Loret de Mola

Gaea

Ryan McMullin

Ryan McMu

Emma and Ricardo Loret de Mola

Early April was a time of new beginnings
for many of the world’s major religions,
and the beautiful weather enhanced
everyone’s celebrations. Speaking of
new beginnings, we were delighted to
meet four new residents at the April New
Residents Orientation, all of whom were
highly enthusiastic about moving into
777.
Gaea Sowan is a Lebanese woman
who spent all of her life in Dubai. She is
currently a student at Kendall College
where she is preparing to become a
pastry chef, which is of interest to all 777
dessert aficionados.
The culinary arts is also the reason that
Ryan McMullin has moved into our
building. He started in the restaurant
industry at age sixteen and is currently a
manager at the beautiful Nomi Restaurant
and lounge, directly across the street
from 777.
Emma and Ricardo Loret de Mola live in
Springfield, but are busy remodeling their
new two bedroom apartment, which they
will turn into a weekend and summer home
for themselves and their three daughters
(ages 24,18 and 17).Emma holds a
master’s degree in the Arts and Ricardo
is a fertility specialist in Springfield at
the Southern Illinois School of Medicine.
Originally from Mexico, they often travel to
Europe for part of the summer, but they
and their daughters can’t wait to enjoy all
the summer activities our neighborhood
has to offer.
Speaking of travel, Grace Villamora
writes that she and her husband Win

Gaea Sowan

Ryan McMullin

representing our ward.
Villamora have been out of town so much
that they took a brief sabbatical from the
And congratulations are also in store
Holy Name Cathedra Filipino Choir (to
to chief engineer George Kalenik who
which residents Gilda Small and Reggie
celebrated his ninth anniversary with 777
DeLeon belong). However, the Villamoras
and to John Meldgin, Andrew Skibicki
have been very active this spring in
and Mesfin Baffa, all of whom celebrated
other Holy Name activities, including the
their one year anniversaries as 777
recent Cathedral Fish Dinner. Although
managers.
the Filipino choir did not sing at Easter,
Ryan McMullin
Gilda Small sang with the church choir
A very happy birthday to Board President
at the Good Friday liturgy and at Easter
Greg Hopp and congratulations and
Vigil on Holy Saturday. She also sang with
thanks to him as well for his excellent
the Chicago Bar Association Symphony
leadership of the Board through a litany
Orchestra and Chorus in their always
of much needed building improvements.
popular concert at Symphony Center on
April 26.
And continuing with happy news, former
Board Secretary Dr. Rebecca Harris,
We were very sorry to learn that Board
was recently feted at a bridal shower. She
Treasurer Chris Medici’s father passed
will be married May 30.
away in Rhode Island. We extend our
deepest sympathy to Chris and his family.
The weather is warmer; the flowers
are beginning to bloom, and those of
Sadly long-time resident Rayna Jacobson,
us who live on the upper floors are
passed away after a long illness. Even
enjoying watching the metamorphosis
while ill, Rayna took a keen interest in
of our hallways. It is truly a time of
everything that was happening at 777
new beginnings and we look forward to
and she will be missed by her friends and
enjoying the opening of the pool and all
neighbors.
the exciting events that make up summer
in our wonderful city.
Staff and residents were happy to
welcome back popular garage employee
Larry Lenerd who has recovered from
his accident and returned to work as has
Lenton Kirkland who is back at his post
Light Fixtures
and feeling better than he has in years.

Roberta Shwartz

Looking for a New Home

Congratulations to 777 resident Brian
Hopkins and his wife Colleen on
his April 7 election as Second Ward
Alderman. At his victory celebration, Brian
told his supporters that this was a dream
come true and he is looking forward to

If you would like to have one or more
of the light fixtures currently being
replaced in our hallways please let the
Management Office know
and they will be able to provide
them to you at no cost.
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STAFF PHOTOS 4‐27‐15

A TREASURED 777 ASSET: OUR MAINTENANCE STAFF
It was 1979. Jimmy Carter was president.
The near meltdown of the Three Mile
Island nuclear plant in Pennsylvania was
big news.
ESPN began broadcasting.
STAFF PHOTOS
4‐27‐15
Sony introduced something called the
Walkman.
STAFF PHOTOS 4‐27‐15
And Juan Flores began working at 777.
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That fact alone speaks volumes about
the knowledge
and dedication of the
Juan Flores
777 maintenance staff. While Juan’s
36-year tenure is unmatched, all five
full-time members of the maintenance
staff are long-term employees. Serafin
Herrera has been here for almost 29
years (since 1986); Jesus Perez, for 22
years (since 1992); Santos Ocana, for 14
years (since
Juan 2001).
Flores George Kalenik, our
Chief Engineer, is the relative newcomer.
He celebrated an anniversary of “only” 9
years earlier this month. They do a superb
job, provenJuan
by Flores
the fact that they have
kept the Building’s 50-year-old systems
humming at peak efficiency.

Josh, who worked at the lobby desk for
a time and was very well liked. Jesus’
pastime is taking things apart and putting
them back together. He likes to drive
whenever he goes on vacation, even if it’s
to Mexico.
Santos Ocana has been with 777 since
2001. Also from Michoacan, he works
a swing shift with hours extending
over weekends, sometimes days and
sometimes evenings. He saved the day
on a recent Saturday morning when the
key to the cabinets in the Avenue Room,
needed for a new resident orientation,
could not be found. What a relief to
have one of our quietly competent staff
provide exactly what was needed. Santos
is married with four children, three boys
and a girl. He likes to spend weekends
with the kids in Indiana and to vacation
in Mexico.

Juan is the Assistant Chief Engineer,
Santos Ocana
George’s trusted “right hand man.”
They work together as a team and, In
George’s absence, the building is Juan’s
responsibility. Because he’s worked
in the Building so long, Juan can be
relied on for historical information that
Santos Ocana
would otherwise
be unobtainable. Juan
is married and the father of two grown
children. In his spare time, he likes to play
and teach soccer.

Juan Pina is relatively new, having only
been with us since 2011. On the day
this article was written, Juan was busy
power washing the pavers and cabanas
on our roof deck, a project which is of
great importance to all of the building’s
sun lovers. As you’re basking on a chaise
lounge this summer or collapsing in a
cabana, say a little thank you to Juan and
his colleagues. Juan, who was born in
Mexico City but has family in Michoacan
(do you see a pattern here?), proudly
enjoys spending time with his newborn
son.

Serafin was Santos
next toOcana
join the 777 family,
not just metaphorically, but literally. He
is Juan’s brother. They hail from the
Mexican State of Michoacan, immediately
north of Acapulco on the Pacific Ocean.
They share a work ethic, to the Building’s
great benefit. Serafin works the second
shift from 2:30 to 11 pm and so night
time emergencies typically fall to him to
handle. Serafin is the married father of six
boys, who simply tries to enjoy everything
he can.

Julio Baeza is the newest member of
our maintenance staff, having started in
2012. He was born in Guatemala. Julio
can often be found in the afternoon in the
fitness center, seeing to its cleanliness
and maintenance among his other duties.
We wish for him a satisfying and rewarding
career in our building for many years to
come. The building locale is greatly to
Julio’s liking since he enjoys nature and
walks up and down the lakefront and
going to the zoo.

Jesus Perez signed on next. His family also
comes from Michoacan. Jesus is married
and has two grown children, Jesus, Jr. and
Josh. Long-time residents will remember

And then there’s George. The engineer
business is in his blood. His father was
a stationary (i.e., fixed system) engineer
and George knew that he wanted to
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A TREASURED 777 ASSET: OUR
MAINTENANCE STAFF (continued)
do the same thing after the first time he
went to his Dad’s work. When George
took his Chicago licensing exam (which
he passed with flying colors), his father
couldn’t wait to open a letter with the
results, even though George was at
work. So when George got home, he
found an opened envelope and a bottle
of champagne waiting for him. After eight
years at 1300 North Lake Shore Drive and
ten years at Grant Hospital, George joined
the staff at 777 in 2006. On weekends
in the summer months, George likes
cruising on his 20’ Sea Ray speedboat in
Lake Wawasee.
Whether it’s a flood on the 9th floor or a
leaky pipe on the 36th floor discovered
by a resident at 8:30 on a Saturday night,
George and Juan and their colleagues are
here to fix it. And that’s in addition to all
they do during regular hours. This spring,
there’s the annual convector cleaning and
filter replacements in each apartment, so
the Building can transition from heat to
air conditioning. The roof deck furniture
has been cleaned and oiled, and will
be secured on the deck. The pool will
need to be cleaned, filled and readied
for swimmers. Then the Chicago City
inspector’s life safety recommendations
are being implemented, after in-house
fixes, visits by Underwriters laboratories

to fire rate existing doors and obtaining
three bids to perform the remaining work.
The Building’s smoke detectors are being
upgraded. To save the Building money in
connection with the hallway renovation
project, maintenance has undertaken
the job of removing the old hallway light
fixtures (all 256 of them) and installing
temporary fixtures. There are also
countless aspects of coordinating the
massive hallway project, a burden that
falls most frequently on maintenance.
At the same time, there is regular
maintenance and the timely response to
residents’ work orders.
The expertise brought to bear on all these
issues, the sheer amount of work they
accomplish, and the good humor of the
staff while getting it all done is really mindboggling But if you see George someday
with a furrowed brow and a worried look, I
think you’ll understand.
Collectively, our maintenance staff
represents more than 100 years of
experience and dedication to the wellbeing
of our building. As we approach the
building’s 50th birthday, 777’s excellent
condition is proof of their expertise, care
and service to its owners. Their work
frequently goes above and beyond what’s
required, and it’s deeply appreciated.

Virginia Sheldon

You Are Cordially Invited
to a
Not-to-be-missed Fiesta
Celebrate the start of
Summer on the Sundeck!!
Margaritas and Magnifico
Food
6 pm to 9 pm
Thursday, May 21
Hasta la vista!

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
Active Listings:
Studios:
3606
		3602
		1103
		3305
Sales:		

$150,000
$159,000
$175,500
$197,000

None this month

Source: Chicago MLS Courtesy of
Helen Beller, Berkshire Hathaway
Private Sales per Management :
Studio:		
706
$137,000
Two Bedroom:

3101

$430,000

777 N. Michigan Avenue
Condominium Association
Chicago, IL 60611
P:312-943-5400
F: 312-943-4722

